
RIGHTS UNDER THE MCKINNEY-VENTO 
 HOMELESS ASSISTANCE ACT 

 
To the extent practical and as required by law, the Public Schools of Northborough and 
Southborough will work with homeless children and their families to provide stability in school 
attendance and other services.   
 
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act defines “homeless children and youths” as 
individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The term includes: 

• Children and youths who are: 
- sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a 

similar reason (sometimes referred to as “doubled-up”);  
- living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative 

adequate accommodations;  
- living in emergency or transitional shelters; or 
- abandoned in hospitals;  

• Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private 
place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings; 

• Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and 

• Migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in circumstances 
described above. 

 
The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act requires that schools immediately enroll homeless 
students in school, even if they do not have the documents usually required for enrollment, such 
as school records, medical records or proof of residency, as long as the student has been properly 
immunized. Information on lead screenings as well as immunization records may be transferred 
over the phone. Parents or Guardians intending to register students who are homeless should be 
aware of the following guidelines:  

1. Homeless students have a right to either remain in their school of origin or to attend school 
where they are temporarily residing;  

2. Children who move from a homeless situation into a permanent residence during the course 
of a school year have the right to stay in the school they were attending while they were 
temporarily homeless. If the child or youth continues his or her education in the school of 
origin but begins living in an area served by another school district, the school district of 
origin and the school district in which the homeless child or youth is living must agree 



upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child or youth 
with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the school districts cannot agree 
upon a method, the responsibility and costs for transportation are to be shared equally. 

3. Students who chose to enroll in school where they are temporarily residing must be 
enrolled immediately, even if they do not bring the records usually required for enrollment 
with them;  

4. If a homeless student arrives without records, the school district's designated Homeless 
Education Liaison will assist the family and contact the previously attended school system 
to obtain the required records;  

5. A child who is homeless and attending any school served by the local educational agency 
is eligible for Title I services; and 

6. A child who is homeless and attending any school served by the local educational agency 
is eligible for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program.   

For additional information, please contact Marie Alan, Director of Student Support Services, the 
designated Children and Youth in Transition Liaison for the Public Schools of Northborough and 
Southborough at 508-486-5115. 

 
 


